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Dear Sisters in Christ: 

I hope that this message finds you in good health, but I also want you to know that you are 
being held in prayer by this strong community of women. This is a difficult letter to write, but the 
Synodical Women’s Organization (SWO) Board has approved canceling this year’s Fall 
Gathering at Lake Yale. Please know that this has been a tough decision and that it came after 
many emails, phone calls, online meetings, and recommendations from Churchwide.  

Your leadership engaged in prayer and taken the time to discern the best path forward, as we 
felt it was our responsibility to make a decision that prioritized your health and well-being. We did not 
feel we could guarantee your safety and that the appropriate social distancing guidelines and health 
guidelines could be implemented. While we have canceled this year’s in-person Fall Gathering, 
we are talking about ways we can have a virtually so watch for more information about this on 
our website at www.flwelca.com and in the next issue of Tapestry. 

We are working with Lake Yale Baptist Convention Center on plans for the 2021 Fall 
Gathering, which will be November 12-14, 2021. Our Fall Gathering co-chairs, Ann English and 
Loraine Van Haecke, will continue to serve as co-chairs, and we will keep the theme, “Faith Can 
Move Mountains.” Please mark your calendars so you can join your sisters from around the Synod to 
celebrate the blessing of coming together in person next year.   

Board Business. Since we are not meeting this year, board members whose terms would have 
ended at the 2020 Fall Gathering will continue to serve until November 2021. The Board was also 
scheduled to select a new Love Offering recipient at our August board meeting. Again, since we 
won’t have a Fall Gathering this year, our current Love Offering will remain in place until January 31, 
2022; we will select a new Love Offering recipient at our August 2021 Board Meeting. 

Love Offering. You have always been very generous with your gift cards and in-kind gifts for 
our Love Offering recipient at Fall Gathering. Since we won’t be able to do that during the Fall 
Gathering, I encourage you to send Love Offering donations (either individual or unit gifts) to 
Laurie Nelson, SWO Treasurer, 22223 Buffalo Avenue, Port Charles, FL 33952.   

Additional Offerings. We would also encourage you to prayerfully consider sending in a 
“Convention Offering,” too.  That is the offering we receive at our Fall Gathering Eucharist Service, 
which is equally divided between the SWO and our the Churchwide Organization. Since our circles 
have not been meeting in person, offerings are down, but there is still ministry for us to do. 

As we slowly begin to have in-person circle meetings, please follow the CDC guidelines and 
your congregation’s guidelines. Please remember that not everyone will be comfortable gathering 
anytime soon, but try to include them in some way: put them on speakerphone, record your 
meetings, ask them to share their thoughts on the Bible Study, etc. Most of all, stay healthy! 

On behalf of the SWO Board and the Fall Gathering Planning Committee and with much love, 
your sister in Christ. 

http://www.flwelca.com/

