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My Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 

In a normal year, I would prepare a report for our Fall Gathering program book, but 
since this has not been a normal year, I thought I would just share my report with you in 
this month’s Tapestry. 

Our year together as Women of the ELCA started as usual—our annual Board Meeting 
at Luther Springs with our Conference Presidents joining us.  Throughout the weekend, 
we conducted business and started each of our sessions together using a portion of the 
Churchwide resource, "Paths to Wholeness".   

We were also blessed to have an unexpected speaker, Valora Starr, the Director of Dis-
cipleship, for Women of the ELCA.  She shared with us her memories of Women of the 
ELCA-including witnessing the writing of our Purpose Statement before the merger.   

Fall Gathering Co-Chairs Ann English and Loraine Van Haecke gave us an update on our 
Fall Gathering for this year, “Faith Can Move Mountains” based on the Good News Trans-
lation of Corinthians 13:2b:  “I may have all the faith needed to move mountains but if I 
have no love, I am nothing”. 

When our Conference Leaders met to choose the theme of this year’s Spring Gather-
ings, they chose: “Faith, Hope, and Love Abide”.  In choosing the theme, they looked at 
the theme for this year's Triennial Gathering in Phoenix in July, "Just Love" and our Fall 
Gathering theme, "Faith Can Move Mountains" and selected this theme as a way to com-
bine them.  Their theme verse was Isaiah 54:10:  “For the mountains may depart and the 
hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of 
peace shall not be removed, says the LORD, who has compassion on you.” (NRSV).  Unfor-
tunately, only Pinelands was able to have their Spring Gathering before we were all asked 
to stay at home due to COVID-19.  

In late February, I attended the Conference of Presidents Meeting in Chicago and met 
some amazing women.  One of the highlights was listening to Churchwide President Lisa 
Plorin and some of our Churchwide Staff members share their very emotional experienc-
es when they visited the US and Mexico border and interacted with those working with 
those people attempting to come into the US from other countries and some of those 
people hoping to cross the border into the US.  We also saw a video from Lutheran World 
Relief about what a quilt meant to some cancer patients who were the very proud recipi-
ents of a quilt that might have been made by one of you. 

The Fall Gathering Planning Committee and the Executive Board made the very difficult 
decision in early June via a Zoom meeting to cancel this year’s Fall Gathering.  We had 
delayed as long as we felt comfortable doing so.  Even as we made that decision to can-
cel, we were talking about having a virtual mini-Fall Gathering that our WELCA sisters 
could participate in, either from their living rooms or in small groups while still social dis-
tancing.  My heartfelt thanks to the Planning Committee and Cheryl Semmel, our Web-
master, for stepping out in faith to move a mountain trying to prevent us from  
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holding our Fall Gathering!  I also want to thank everyone who participated in our virtual Gathering, both presenters 
and participants.  Both of this year’s Fund for Leaders scholarship recipients were participants – Trixie Richter led a 
workshop and Brandy Schneck participated in Pastor Joanie Holden’s Bible Study.   

July was supposed to have been our Churchwide Triennial Convention and Gathering in Phoenix.  Like so many other 
events, it was postponed until August 2021. 

The August Board Meeting was a Zoom meeting with Conference Presidents invited to join us.  Denise Beumer, Ann 
English, and Donna Person presented a workshop on Racial Justice during the meeting which is available on our web-
site. 

During the year, I have also attended several Synod Council Meetings via Zoom.  When I was unable to attend, Don-
na Person, SWO Secretary and an elected member of the Synod Council represented the SWO. 

As we near the end of the year, the SWO Board has made the decision to cancel our in-person January 2021 Board 
Meeting with our Conference Presidents and to hold this meeting via Zoom.  The original meeting dates were January 
29-31, and we will meet part of that time but no specific times have been determined. 

During this often uncertain and stressful year, I have been so encouraged and uplifted at how you have all continued 
to be a community of women—doing Zoom Bible study, calling and checking on others, praying with others, making 
masks for Lutheran World Relief, and in so many other ways.  Your love for your neighbor is never-ending! 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as your President!  This has often been a challenging year, but 
throughout the year, I have been encouraged, enlightened, uplifted, renewed, and inspired when I sit down at a 
“virtual” table with you, my sisters in Christ! 

My prayer for each of you is that God will to continue to bless you and your family, that you will know the peace of 
God, and that you will stay healthy.  
 

Merry Christmas! 
Phyllis Wade—SWO President 

Phyllis’ Ponderings continued from page 1 

 

 Important News from our Treasurer 

Greeting Sisters in Christ, 
I would like to start with a personal note of thanks for 
cards and prayers during my hospital stay. By the 
grace of God all is well.  
 
As you have noticed I have an address change. I 
have been receiving offerings with no problems. 
Please note that this is a temporary rental for 6 
months while our forever home is being built in Dun-
nellon FL. So be sure to watch for another change 
around April (God willing). 
 
We are all sad that we had to cancel our Fall gather-
ing but how exciting that we have sisters that are able 
to share their talents and provide us with a virtual ex-
perience for our Gathering. Part of this new experi-
ence is being able to still ‘drop’ your offering with us. 
If you are not comfortable using the internet to send 
your offering, feel free to mail me a check. Be sure to 
earmark where you want your donation to go: 
• Regular Offering (55% sent to Churchwide) 
• SWO (Fall) Gathering Offering (50% sent to 

Churchwide)  
• Love Offering (CALM—Crisis Aid for Littles 

and Moms)  
• Share the Spirit (assists women attending Fall 

Gathering) 

• Fund for Leaders (assists women attending 
seminary) 

• Let Your Light Shine (assists youth grades 6-
12 attending Fall Gathering) 

• LWR Shipping Fund (helps ship quilts and kits 
globally) 

• Thankoffering (100% sent directly to Church-
wide for many ongoing ministries) 

 

I pray you are able to enjoy Holiday blessings and 
make the best of our unusual circumstances this 
year.  May the New Year bring you Love, Happiness 
and a renewed vision for a bright future. 

Your Sister in Christ,  
Laurie Nelson 
nlsnlaur@yahoo.com 
716-499-7166 

NEW ADDRESS 
 

Laurie Nelson, FL/BA WELCA Treasurer 
1071 E. Woodpecker Lane 

Hernando, Fl 34442 

mailto:nlsnlaur@yahoo.com
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Greetings from your Fall Gathering Co-Chairs! 

We were unable to hold our Fall Gathering at 

Lake Yale “2020” so we decided to do a Virtu-

al Gathering.   

We hope you were able to join us to attend 

our Virtual Gathering.  If you were not able to 

do, so you can still access all the presenta-

tions at www.flwelca.com.  Click on Virtual 

Gathering and just click on each presentation.  

If it is underlined, you will be able to access it. 

We suggest you do not try to view all of them 

at one time.  Take your time and enjoy.  The 

site will be up and running until at least Janu-

ary 2021. 

Remember Faith can move those Mountains.    

Mark your calendars for our Fall Gathering 

November 12-14, 2021.   

ANN ENGLISH   &  LORAINE VAN HAECKE 

We are very blessed to have a group of ladies whose faith moved a 

mountain (COVID-19) to bring us a Fall Gathering this year even though 

we couldn’t meet in person!  Thank you to: 

• Co-chairs Ann English and Loraine Van Haecke 

• Workshop Coordinator Lisa Klima 

• Webmaster Cheryl Semmel 

• Worship Leader Pastor Nicole Eastwood, Our Savior, Vero Beach along with Joe Reed (camera), Deacon Ryan 

Hostler (piano), Abigale Knappman, Gisela Khail, and Kari Rodgers 

• Bible Study Leader Pastor Joanie Holden, St. Timothy, Crystal River 

• Workshop Leaders  

 Racial Justice – Denise Beumer, Ann English, Donna Person  

 Praying with Others – Elaine Heine  

 Symbols of Christmas – Tracy Moffatt 

 Laughter Yoga – Trixie Richter 

• Churchwide President Lisa Plorin 

• SWO President Phyllis Wade 

• Florida-Bahamas Synod Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership ELCA Deacon Connie Schmucker, Administrative 

Assistant for Leadership Tina Fritz, and Communications Specialist Marina Ernst for helping us with the presen-

tation “Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Women Being Ordained in the ELCA “ 

• Our Savior Lutheran in Vero Beach for allowing us to use their Sanctuary for our virtual worship 

 

2020 Virtual Fall Gathering 

Thank You 

http://www.flwelca.com
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I just wanted to give everyone a heads up on what is hap-
pening with our Annual LWR Ingathering of Quilts and Kits.  
I have sent the tentative schedule to the logistics manager 
with the proposed trucking schedule.  Since our February 
2020 Ingathering, we have lost one pick-up site. Thankful-
ly, we have gained another - Holy Trinity in Fort Walton 
Beach.  

I am still been hoping to find another church in mid central 
Florida to be able to volunteer as a pick-up site.  Unfortu-
nately to date, I have been unsuccessful in finding a new 
mid-Florida pick up site.  However, I am still planning to 
hold our annual Ingathering of Quilts & Kits as usual 
in February2021.  After receiving the proposed schedule, 
the logistics truck manager has written back that he is go-
ing over the truck routes and will get back to me by De-
cember when they make the final routes.  As soon as I 

hear from him, I will send out the schedule to everyone. 

Attached is the Proposed Schedule that I sent to the lo-
gistics manager.  Remember that the proposed sched-
ule is still tentative.  If you have questions, please contact 
me via email or phone (see below). 

Thank you all for your patience, 

Peace, 

Mae Haines 
Contact Information: 

Mae Haines 

FL Coordinator LWR 

727 863 4329 (home) 

727457 2691 (cell) 

groveland55@aol.com 

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF DROP 0FF INFORMATION FOR 2021 

LWR Schedule for February 1 thru 7, 2021 

The truck routes will be on Monday, Feb. 8, Tuesday, Feb. 9 & Wed. Feb. 10.  Below is a list 

of the churches who have graciously agreed to be pick-up points for these dates and 

times.  Please have extra forms available and a scale.  To have a COVID-safe Ingathering, 

we encourage you to call and make an appointment before delivering quilts to the pick-up site. 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 1955 E. Oakland Park Blvd. Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306 @ 954 564 7673 

 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church 790 S. Tamiami Trail, Venice, FL 34285 @ 941 488 4942 

 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 501 S. Dale Mabry, Tampa 33609 @ 813-877-3105 1 . Dale Mabry, Tam09 @ 81-

 
 

Contact Person Donna Person @ 954 592 6323 (cell)/ call for appt. 

Delivery to Church Week of Feb. 1 -7   from 9:00 AM -12 Noon 

Truck Pick-Up Monday, Feb. 8 at 9:00 AM 

Contact Person Samantha Schnittker @ 941 484 1293 (home) 630 209 2518 (cell) 

Delivery to Church Thurs. Feb. 4, Fri. 5 & Sat. 6 from 9:00 AM -12 Noon/ call for appt. 

Truck Pick-Up Tuesday, Feb. 9 at 8:00 AM 

Contact Person Pat Zwick @ 813-350-9188 

Delivery to Church Week of Feb. 1 thru 7 from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM/ call for appt. 

Truck Pick-Up Tuesday, Feb. 9 at 11AM 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548 @ 850-243-0788  

Contact Person Mary Bollingberg @ 904 403 1557 

Delivery to Church Week of Feb. 1 - 7  from10:00 AM - 1:00 PM/ call for appt. 

Truck Pick-Up Wednesday, Feb. 10 at 9:00 AM 

Contact Persons Phyllis Wade @ 852 243 8859 or Shirley Bow @ 850 863 1148 

Delivery to Church  Monday, Feb1 - 7  from 10:00 AM - 12 Noon/ call for appt. 

Truck Pick-Up Wednesday, Feb. 10 at 2:00 PM 

Trinity Lutheran Church 1415 S. McDuff, Jacksonville, FL 32205 @ 904 389 5341  

mailto:groveland55@aol.com
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Our January Board Meeting with Conference Presidents originally 

scheduled as an in-person meeting at Luther Springs January 29-31, 

2021 has been changed to a Zoom Meeting.  Please keep Saturday, 

January 30th free to attend.  There will be a morning session, a break 

for lunch, and then an afternoon session.  More details with an agenda 

will follow.  If for some reason we cannot accomplish everything in 

those two sessions, then we will schedule a time to meet to complete 

our work. 

Conference Presidents, Board Members, 

& Advisory Members 

Save the Date! 

Reprinted with permission from Interchange, the churchwide newsletter of Women of the ELCA, Copyright © 2020 Women of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America.” 

Gather offers three multi-session Bible studies per year in winter, summer and fall and two, one-month de-
votional studies in May and December. Summer studies are free to download.  All others require a subscrip-
tion to Gather. Below you’ll find the titles of all Bible studies Gather has scheduled for 2021 to date.  

Winter 2021: Journeys with angels by the Rev. Christa von Zychlin 
The Rev. Christa von Zychlin will present the four-part study “Journeys with angels” in which we will shake those biblical branches, 
watch for angels and listen for God’s calls to action.  The Bible features numerous encounters with angels who show up on an ar-
ray of missions, from wielding a sword (Genesis 3:24), to rescuing a child (Genesis 22:11-12), to a mass choir singing, “Glory to God 
in the highest” (Luke 2:14).  Angels are not a major focus of holy Scripture, nor are they ever mentioned in our Christian creeds. Yet 
they show up with frequently and at pivotal moments in both Old and New Testaments. Church Reformer Martin Luther is quoted 
as saying, “If you picture the Bible to be a mighty tree and every word a little branch, I have shaken every one of these branches 
because I wanted to know what it was and what it meant.” 
Session topics: 
 January: Looking up—New beginnings, awe-full, awesome angels 
 February: Repentance and route-changing angels 
 March: Loneliness, abandonment and holy comfort 
 April: Feasting angels 
The Rev. Christa von Zychlin has served Lutheran churches around the world through ELCA Global partnerships. She co-pastors St. 
Luke Lutheran Church in Albuquerque, New Mexico where she also loves exploring the spirituality of mountains and deserts.  
 
May 2021:  Annual intergenerational devotional, author TBD 
Summer 2021:  Just love, part 2 by the Rev. Angela Khabeb 
Fall 2021:  “You are a leader too!” by the Rev. Dr. Laurie Jungling 

At Gather’s Bible Studies 

https://www.gathermagazine.org/winter-2021-journeys-with-angels-by-christa-von-zychlin/
https://www.gathermagazine.org/summer-2021-just-love-part-2/
https://www.gathermagazine.org/fall-2021-you-are-a-leader-too-by-the-rev-dr-laurie-jungling/
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From the Editor’s Desk —  Linda Greilick 

When you read this article, Advent will already be upon us having begun Sunday, November 29.  Advent is derived 

from the Latin word “advenio,” which means “to come to, to arrive.”  This season is a waiting period—looking for-

ward to our Lord’s coming and preparing ourselves for our Lord’s coming in our hearts and, yes, even among us 

now.  Many of us may feel that we’ve been in a “waiting period” for over nine months—since COVID-19 caused us 

to press the “pause” button.  Our lives have been put on hold against our will.  Advent this year arrives into a 

strange mix of cultural impatience and fear.  Our society can be dependent on instant gratification—to get what we 

want fast and easy.  We can decide to wait through these four Sundays, not demanding our way now.  We know 

that Advent comes with a reverse message:   learn to wait for God.  Who knows?  God may show up in unexpected 

places, like a food bank, a Zoom call, or a stable.   

 

The season of Advent offers us a new beginning and a promise of hope for better 

times reminding us that Christ was born to bring hope to a darkened world.  We are 

invited to celebrate traditions such as lighting the candles of an Advent wreath at 

dinner, blessing the Christmas tree with prayer, and gathering to reflect in front of 

a Nativity scene to nurture our faith.   We are blessed now to be embraced by the 

hope given in Christ Jesus and to ever remember, Emmanuel, God is with us—he 

never has and never will abandon us.  “Fear not”  (Isaiah 41:10) 

Advent in our World Today 

Quilting in Pandemic times 

Leone Goding, one of our dedicated quilters at Gloria Dei in the Pinelands Conference, wonders about 

how you other quilters across the state in our many congregations are dealing with quilting in this try-

ing time.  Due to COVID-19, her congregation has switched to virtual worship  rather than in person 

services.   That means that the church and its surrounding area is locked up tight so that the quilters 

cannot meet on their campus.  Leone is wondering how quilters in other congregations are dealing 

with the pandemic and its ramifications and has asked me to conduct a poll in this newsletter.   

The questions are these:   

1. Is your quilting group still creating Lutheran World Relief quilts in spite of 

the complications (no access to church buildings, social distancing, masks, 

etc.) of COVID-19?  Answer with a Yes or No identifying your church and 

conference (and you may write a brief explanation if you choose). 

2. If you are creating quilts, please share how you’ve accomplished that in 

your congregation. 

We’d love to hear from all of you.  Sharing your stories might console 

some that are unable to create quilts right now and some might provide 

solutions to others.  It’s been a year filled with much uncertainty but 

maybe ideas from others will brighten our days.   

Email your responses to: Linda Greilick (Tapestry Editor) at lindag65@verizon.net.  We’ll 

publish in our February Tapestry issue. 

Step 1: 

Gathering 

lots of fabric 

Step 2: 

Stitching it 

together 

Step 3: 

Sharing with 

others 
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Tapestry 

The Tapestry is published six times per 

year.  It is available online under the 

Tapestry link of the FL-Bahamas Wom-

en of the ELCA website located at 

www.flwelca.com.    

     
To submit material for publication, contact 

Linda Greilick, Tapestry Editor 
lindag65@verizon.net 

           
Please submit Tapestry articles  

      by January 15th for the February issue. 

D   Discipleship  
J    Justice  
S   Stewardship  

**Missions 

What does our logo mean? 

Our logo—with the cross, water and a white lily—identifies women 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as children of God; 

baptized, forgiven, adopted into God's family, full of grace and hope 

in eternal life. It is a reminder of the growth, beauty, and vitality that 

rises out of that life-giving baptismal water. It is also a reminder of 

the mission of the church to "Go, therefore, make disciples of all 

nations; baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19). 


