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Welcome One Another - many of us pon-

dered, studied, and lived out this phrase 

as we gathered for our Spring Conference Meetings.  I had the joy of 

attending two Spring Gatherings - both at Christ Lutheran Churches - 

one in Cape Coral and one in Ft. Lauderdale.   
 

At the Caloosa Conference Gathering in Cape Coral, we began with Worship led by one 

of our WELCA youth who will be heading off to college in the fall, followed by a Bible 

Study exploring the word Welcome, and ended with all enjoying a traditional High Tea.  

We had ladies attending from a Church with no organized WELCA group and one with a 

WELCA group currently restarting.  I pray our Welcome was just what they needed to 

encourage them to continue the journey to join our sisterhood.  At this gathering we 

learned of a ways we welcome others and then send that welcome out into the world.  

A teddy bear ministry at one congregation has plush bears sitting in the pews during 

worship with special tags inviting members take them to someone needing healing, 

encouragement, or just a bear hug or to hug.  After the gathering I was thrilled to hear 

from another congregation that they are starting the same ministry - welcome one an-

other! 
 

In Ft. Lauderdale, at the Broward Bahamas Gathering we began with business, then 

headed to the Sanctuary for Bible Study and Worship and ended by painting rocks or 

tying blankets.  At this gathering we also had women 

from Churches working to revitalize their WELCA 

units - again I pray our Welcome was just what they 

needed!  We also had a WELCA youth who joyfully 

helped serve our meal - God is good.   Here the Con-

ference had applied for Thrivent Action Team fund-

ing and so we did what WELCA ladies so often do - 

we served! 
 

I had no idea when I arrived in the morning my day would end painting rocks or tying 

blankets.  The blankets were compassion blankets which will go to local ministries.  The 

rocks were part of the “Kindness Rock Project” that places rocks with inspirational mes-

sages or fun designs out in the world in public places - hidden in plain sight.  The hope 

is these rocks will lift the spirits on those who find them - you take a rock for yourself or 

pass it on to someone who needs a kind word or add your rock to the “pile”.  On a re-

cent trip to Charlotte NC for my niece’s Senior Recital at Queens University, I saw these  
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rocks everywhere and thought what a neat way to send a message of welcome and love.  For more info visit:  

www.thekindnessrocksproject.com.   
 

The rocks we painted that day will end up at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in their Memorial Garden, a 

place where students come as they struggle to heal from the horrific school shooting there.  It’s a simple act to paint 

and write on a rock that may in some small way bring comfort to someone hurting at this school.  What a wonderful 

way to say Welcome - come on in - Jesus loves you.  That day, women gathered around tables creating rocks or tying 

blankets that shared the message of welcome and hope - and I was reminded of our founding sisters gathered togeth-

er mending socks and clothing of Seminary Students back in the early days of the Ladies Aid Societies.   
 

WELCA has always been a ministry of Welcome - how we do it has changed over the years!  Yet at each gathering I 

attended, much was the same - a warm welcome, the joy of youth in our midst, worship and Bible Study, and ideas to 

send WELCA and welcome out into the world.  As write this now, I think maybe we should begin to call ourselves Wel-

come of the ELCA - as that is what we do - we Welcome, Accept, Receive, and Love.  And along the way we share the 

Jesus we know as members of the ELCA - the Jesus of Welcome, Grace, and Forgiveness. 

God Bless you all on your journey of Welcome! 

 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Tracy Moffatt  

AUGUST BOARD & PLANNING TEAM MEETING  
Saturday August 3rd - 9:30 am  

All Saints Lutheran Church  
12601 Balcombe Road - Orlando 32837  

Watch your email for more information including agenda and your specific assignments 

for the meeting. We will be voting on a new Love Offering and finalizing plans for the 

Fall Gathering. 

Let Your Light Shine 

Any youth (Grade 6 through col-
lege) is eligible to apply for finan-
cial assistance to attend the Fall 
Gathering.  Grants are awarded to 
supplement the cost of accommo-

dations, meals, and registration fees.  Previous 
grant recipients are eligible to apply.  The appli-
cation is available at:  www.flwelca.com on the 
Fall Gathering page.  Include this form with 
your registration.  If you have questions, con-
tact the Registrar Diane Cummings at sworegis-
trar1@gmail.com. 

The Treasurer says “We have funds!”  $Apply$  

Tidbits from Tracy continued from page 1 

Share the Spirit 

This is a grant program of the Florida-
Bahamas Synodical Women’s Organiza-
tion which supplements funds for women to attend the Fall Gath-
ering and encourages the participant, units, and other sponsors to 
help cover the costs of individuals attending the Fall Gathering.  
Who can apply?  Any woman who would benefit from a spiritual 
weekend with sisters in Christ like women of all ages, first timers, 
women needing a bit of financial assistance, or women who are in 
your congregation or community but not yet participants in your 
Unit—just to name a few.  The application is available at:  
www.flwelca.com on the Fall Gathering page.  Include this form 
with your registration.  If you have questions, contact the Regis-
trar Diane Cummings at sworegistrar1@gmail.com. 

For both grants, applicants are encouraged to also seek support from their congregation, sponsors, and self to share the costs. 
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This year’s Fall Gathering theme is “Come to the 

Table” and we have reserved your place at one 

of our tables at Lake Yale Baptist Conference 

Center in Leesburg November 8-10—we just 

need your RSVP (registration)!   

Online registration for this year’s Fall Gathering 

is now open (see below) and the registration 

forms are also available for those who want to 

mail in their registration forms.  Workshop regis-

tration will open in June.  

 

If you have attended Fall Gathering before, we 

encourage you to come this year and share your 

“table experiences” with us.  Each one of you has 

a story about why WELCA is so important to you.  

If you’ve never attended Fall Gathering, you don’t 

know what you’re missing!  We encourage you to 

come and sit at our tables and listen to our sto-

ries—whether it is during Bible Study, worship, a 

workshop, or at a table in the cafeteria or the 

hospitality room.  “Come to the Table!” 

Registration costs include two nights lodging in a 

motel style room and six meals along with mate-

rials and snacks. Consider bringing your grand-

daughter, niece, daughter, or cousin as a Youth 

Shepherd will be there for the Youth (6th grade – 

college).  There are grants [Share the Spirit and 

Let Your Light Shine (youth)]  available on a first 

come basis (see page 2).  Forms for the grants 

are available on the website (www.flwelca.com).   

 

We hope to see you there!   

 

 

 

FALL GATHERING 2019 

November 8-10 

Ann English &  

Phyllis Wade 

Fall Gathering Co-Chairs 

You now have choices!       

Register on-line at www.flwelca.com.  Or you can download the appropriate Regis-

tration Form (General, Commuter, Workshop Leader, or Youth) from the same spot 

and mail or email to Registrar Diane Cummings.  Her address is on the form and 

her email is sworegistrar1@gmail.com.  Voting Members should be registered by 

October 1 and all the rest of us by October 15th.  Make your plans now to join your 

sisters in the fall!  The sooner the better! 

http://www.flwelca.com
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“Welcome One Another” 

Romans 15:7 tells us: “Welcome one another, there-

fore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God.”  

Many of you joined your sisters all across Florida this 

spring as we discovered what it means to welcome 

one another.  We were blessed to have First Timers 

at every gathering!  Thanks for all those invites!   

Broward-Bahamas Conference Christ Lutheran 
Ft. Lauderdale 

Wrapping up our Spring Gatherings 

The WELCA of Christ Lutheran Church, Ft. Lauderdale 

welcomed 41 ladies and several guests to the Broward 

Bahamas Spring Gathering on Saturday, April 27th.  Six 

different Congregations were represented which in-

cluded one from the neighboring Tradewinds Confer-

ence - Welcome!  Two of these churches are joyfully 

working to revitalize their WELCA units.  Almost half of 

the ladies were attending a Spring Gathering for the 

first time - Welcome!  We were delighted to have Pas-

tor Bill Knott, the Dean of the Broward Bahamas Con-

ference, join our Gathering.  What a joy to have such 

support from the Conference leadership!!  Pastor 

Deborah Geweke, Christ Lutheran Church, led us in 

Bible Study and the sharing of Communion.   

Jackie Haynick conducted Elections which saw Denise 

Coller elected President and Betty Sachleben elected 

Treasurer.  Joyce Eschbach continues to serve as Vice 

President.  A raffle was held for a Vera Bradley Bag 

with all the proceeds going to our Love Offering 

C.A.L.M in Niceville, FL.  After a wonderful lunch, we 

participated in Service Projects as part of a Thrivent 

Action Team - see my Presidents Message for more on 

that!  Thank you to all the wonderful ladies of the 

Broward Bahamas Conference for welcoming me and 

all the others in attendance.   

Tracy Moffatt 

President 

Pictured are Vice President Joyce Eschbach,  

Secretary Betty Sachleben and President Denise Coller  19 First Time Attendees—Welcome! 
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Heart of Florida Conference 
St. Stephen Lutheran 

Longwood 

 

What a beautiful day God provided for the 2019 Spring Gathering at St. Stephen Lutheran 

Church.  Thirty-seven attended including six first-timers.  The sun was not the only thing high 

up in the sky but our Spirits were soaring as we greeted one another. We received a warm and 

heart felt welcome from Bunny Hamer and Kristen Stone of St. Stephen church.   Breakfast 

and lunch were not only set up but served by the youth of St. Stephen, which was greatly ap-

preciated.  I along with the other women felt like we were guests at a fine dining restaurant.  

As women we usually are the servers not the ones being served.  We felt special.  

Everyone enjoyed the songs led by Kimberly Helf.   The Bible study was from Luke 13:29 was presented by Carolyn 

Stanton, Heart of Florida Vice President from People of Faith Church.  Guest Speakers were Kimberly Helf, Angie Un-

derwood, Erika Spence and Pastor Peter Morey of St. Stephen.  Topic was  “A Place for All at the Table-Our Journey to 

Reconciliation.”  During the business meeting, Heart of Florida President Nancy Given conducted Election for Secretary 

with one nomination Stacia Carter-Elected by Acclamation.  Nancy also reminded everyone about the Fall gathering 

and provided information and brochures on CALM (Crisis Aid for Littles and Moms).  As the SWO Board Representa-

tive, I was introduced by Nancy.  A letter from Tracy Moffatt, our SWO President, was read 

to the attendees.   I explained the area of my Board and Missions that I was chosen to 

serve were Justice Advocacy and Anti-Racism.  The Board directory was printed and pro-

vided along with the Resource information list. Fall Gathering information was provided 

for the thanksgiving offering. Invitation was extended for the Triennial.  Then gifts were 

presented to the six (6) First Timers.  Since we were fortunate to have Ann English, our 

2019 Fall Co-Chair, in attendance.  I asked her to come up and give us a sneak preview of 

the upcoming Fall Gathering, “Come to the Table”  on November 8-10, 2019.   Ann advised 

everyone that no one should let lack of funds keep them from attending the Fall Gather-

ing.   She directed them to the Website for scholarship information.   

One of our attendees, Elaine Cornelius, was the Author of a poem called “At the Feast.”  She read it to us and we were 

blessed.  We are hoping that she will be able to attend the Fall Gathering and bless us all again.  The Closing Devotion 

was given by Geri Wolters, St. Philip, followed by Communion with Pastor Peter Morey.  What a wonderful and 

blessed morning this has been.  I not only was fed well physically but fed well spiritually.  Thank you, St. Stephen, along 

with your other behind the scenes helpers.   

Blessings,  

Denise Beumer 

FL-SWO Board Member    

Pictured are Secretary Stacia Carter, 

President Nancy Given, Vice President 

Carolyn Stanton, and FL-BA SWO Board 

Member Denise Beumer 

Six First Timers 

Many at the table! 
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Panhandle Conference 
Laguna Beach Christian Retreat Center 

Panama City 
The women of the Panhandle Conference held their 
Spring Gathering on April 26-28 at the Laguna Beach 
Christian Retreat Center in Panama City. The thirty wom-
en who attended enjoyed a breakfast feast in Moses 
House provided by the women of St. Paul in Niceville. 
President Dena Powell welcomed everyone and intro-
duced Anne Storan, SWO Board Representative and First 
Time Attendees. Marcee Wilkes led us in a Meditation 
based on Isaiah 58:9-12. Bretta Quinones’ Bible Study 
introduced us to Flora of the Bible through scriptures and 
a PowerPoint presentation of beautiful photographs. Pr. 

Beth Bateson took us on a spiritual 
journey through Gardens of the Bible, 
from The Garden of Eden, to the Gar-
den of Gethsemane, and finally to the 
New Jerusalem and the Tree of Life. 
Following the program, Pr. Beth led us 
in worship and communion. 
 

President Dena Powell presided over the business 
meeting. Three first-time attendees were recognized and 
given gifts by Anne Storan. Anne also brought greetings 
from President Tracy Moffatt. All congregational units 
were encouraged to hold Thankofferings and to gener-
ously support the work of the Churchwide organization. 
Those funds are necessary to provide  the scholarships, 
missions, ministry, publications, and Triennial Gatherings 

that benefit us all. A list of resources was handed out to 
facilitate our access to information. 
 

New officers were elected. Phyllis Wade was elected to a 
two year term as President, Bretta Quinones was re-
elected to a two year term as Vice-President, and Sandy 
See was elected to a one year term as Secretary. Anne 
Storan installed the new officers. 
 

Dena and Marcee provided an update on Messiah and 
Bay County recovery efforts following hurricane Michael. 
The disruption to the community caused by damage to 
structures, displacement of families, availability of skilled 
contractors and inadequate support cannot be overstat-
ed. To make a difference in the lives of our neighbors in 
Panama City and throughout the area affected by natural 
disasters in our Synod, you may make a donation to Flori-
da-Bahamas Synod, Disaster Response (Synod-wide).   
 

Phyllis Wade and Dona Charlton shared everything need-
ed to make a Jesse Tree for Advent. This craft could be 
adapted for any age or level of creativity.  
 

The weekend of fellowship was enhanced by the frequent 
intervals of song and time to enjoy the beautiful beach. 
Bonds of friendship were formed and strengthened. We 
left with renewed spirits and commitment to serve the 
Lord. 
 

Anne Storan 
FL-BA SWO Board Member 

First Coast Conference St. Andrew’s Lutheran by the Sea 
Jacksonville Beach 

I had the honor of being the Board Rep for the First Coast 
Conference held on April 6th at St. Andrew's Lutheran by 
the Sea in Jacksonville Beach.  

Bible Study was led by Pastor Joyce Gulliford from Hope 
Lutheran Church in Stasuma. She reminded the attendees 
that welcoming others means building relationships, not 
just focusing on tasks to be done. We then experienced 
"Meditation in Motion," a Tai Chi activity, reminding us of 
the connection between the body, mind, and spirit.  

Sharon Meehan from Sewing Hope Ministry and Jucy 
Feckler from Downtown Ecumenical Services Council 
(DESC) shared how they are making a difference in the 
community and how the conference can support them. 
DESC feeds about 50 families per day. In 2018, they served 
over 8,500 clients. They provide financial support of over 
$12,000 a month to families who need emergency ser-

vices. Sewing Hope meets weekly, sewing handmade 
clothing for children. Since their start 
in 2014, they have created over 1,300 
articles of clothing! Most are sewn 
with elastic so they will fit the children 
for years as they grow. They are also 
reversible and simply adorable.  

After the presentations, we had com-
munion, followed by a delicious lunch prepared by St. An-
drew's. As the Board Representative, I had the pleasure of 
welcoming 12 first time attendees! I want to thank the 
women for welcoming me into their gathering and sharing 
in their fellowship. It was a truly delightful day.  

Karen Weinrich 
FL-SWO Board Member    
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From the Editor’s Desk —  Linda Greilick 

In my home congregation, studies in our Adult Education classes have lately focused on topics that hopefully can help us 

to migrate through the issues we face each day.  The prophet Micah asks us, “What does the Lord require of you?”  The 

answer seems simple enough—”Act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.”  How does this impact our rela-

tionship with our neighbors and with God?  In another series, we are “Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White.”  This 

class, based on a book by Methodist pastor Adam Hamilton, explores how scripture can shape and guide we Christians 

as we live out our faith in a world that is so often divided.   We listen, read the Scripture, and discuss to figure out how 

each of us can make a positive differences  and interact with our neighbors.  And we pray these words: 

May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships, so that we may live deep 

within our hearts. 

May God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that we may work for justice, free-

dom, and peace. 

May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, hunger, and wars, so that we may reach 

out our hands to comfort them and turn their pain into joy. 

And may God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can make a difference in this world, so that we can do 

what others claim cannot be done, to bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor. 

In Jesus name we pray,  Amen. 

A Franciscan Blessing to Guide Us 

Spring is the time of year that 

we announce the recipients 

of the Florida Bahamas Syn-

odical Women’s Organization Scholarship. 

We are excited to let you know we were able 

to help three ladies with their educational fi-

nancing this year.  Both Lois Ann Sorensen 

and Trixie Richter again received awards. 

Plus new this year is Ruth Ann Hoy who is 

receiving an award.  Lois Ann is attending 

Luther Seminary while Trixie is attending Wart-

burg Seminary.  Both are studying for the min-

istry. Ruth Ann is on her journey to become a 

Deaconess through Luther Seminary-

Distance Learning.  I ask for you to pray for 

these ladies as they study and grow in their 

faith. We are hoping these ladies can be with 

us in November at the Fall gathering. 
 

Marilyn Kreitzinger 

FL-BA SWO Board Member 

The Spring Conference Season has 
passed and I have been so encour-

aged by how many of the conference leaders have sent 
completed Event Data Collection forms with current officer 
contact information to me. Many of the Congregational 
Units also sent updated contact lists to me. I will be reach-
ing out by mail and email to those who still need to get this 
information to me. It is very important to have current in-
formation about our active units so Churchwide can accu-
rately calculate how many voting members we can send to 
Triennial. 
 

Women of the ELCA has provided enrichment in so many 
facets of my daily life that I am delighted that I have the 
privilege of serving as your Conference Coordinator. Any-
one should feel free to contact me with your questions or 
concerns. I will be happy to find the right resources and 
follow up with you. 
 

I look forward to getting to know all of you better as we 
work together in our community of women. 
 

Your Sister in Christ, 
Anne Storan  - FL-BA SWO Board Member  

Fund for Leader 

Scholarship Awards 

Words from your  

Conference Coordinator 
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Most of us will automatically answer “I don’t own any slaves!  What are you talking 
about?”  As most of us know, human trafficking is modern-day slavery and involves the use 
of force, fraud, or coercion to obtain some type of labor or commercial sex act.  Unknowingly 
and innocently we are often participating in forced labor of children and adults when we 
shop.  The US Department of Labor’s (USDOL) 2018 List of Goods Produced by Child Labor 
or Forced Labor lists by products and countries products that make it to our stores (and our 
homes) as a result of labor trafficking.  For example: 

 

 cell phones – Children in the Democratic Republic of the Congo labor in 
harsh and dangerous conditions to mine cobalt ore, a mineral essential to the 
rechargeable lithium-ion batteries in our cell phones, laptops, and electric 
cars. 

 

 gold – Children mine gold underwater or along river shorelines.  Using oxygen 
tubes to breathe, they process gold using mercury, a poisonous substance 
which causes irreversible damage to their health.  Twenty-two countries are 
known to use child labor or forced labor in gold, the most of any good on the 
list. 

 

 produce – Produce, especially for central America, is often  harvested 

by forced labor of both children and adults. 

These are just a few examples of goods listed in this 88 page docu-
ment.  In addition to listing products and countries that use forced and child labor, the docu-
ment also reports on the progress some countries are making to eliminate labor trafficking, 
but unfortunately, there is still a lot to do before we can end labor trafficking. 

If you want to see how many slaves you own based on your shopping habits, visit 
www.slaveryfootprint.org.  There is an online survey you can take that will give you an idea 
of how we unknowingly participate in labor trafficking.  You may be surprised.  I was 
shocked to realize that I “own” 32 slaves!  It was definitely an eye-opener. 

If we take the time to learn which products in our stores could have been produced by 
child or forced labor, then we can make more informed decisions when shopping.  We might 
even decide we can wait another year or two before upgrading a cell phone, laptop, or e-
reader.  After taking the slavery footprint survey, I decided I really can wait about buying the 
new Kindle that I really wanted—but really didn’t need.  There are probably some other     
areas in my “consumer-life” that I need to determine what is truly a “need” and what is really 
a “greed”.  By taking the time to educate ourselves, we can help to end labor trafficking.   

Happy informed shopping, Sisters in Christ! 

Phyllis Wade, Human Trafficking Chair 

HOW MANY SLAVES DO YOU OWN? 

http://www.slaveryfootprint.org
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Marilyn Kreitzinger 

manyjoys2u@gmail.com 

S-Katie’s Fund, Disaster,  
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Board Members and Missions** 

Non-Board Members 

Registrar 

Diane Cummings 

sworegistrar1@gmail.com 

 

Tapestry Editor 

Linda Greilick 

lindag65@verizon.net 

 

Webmaster/Web Advisor 

Elaine Heine 

dheine3@cfl.rr.com 

 

Human Trafficking Committee 

Phyllis Wade 

secretary@htlc.gccoxmail.com 

 

Triennial Promoter 

Diane Spicer 

dlsic@juno.com 

 

Planning Committee Co-Chairs 

Ann English 

aenglish228@yahoo.com 

 

Phyllis Wade 

secretary@htlc.gccoxmail.com 

 

 

Facebook Coordinator 

Raeann Purcell 

raeannpurcell@hotmail.com 
Tapestry 

The Tapestry is published six times per 

year.  It is available online under the 

Tapestry link of the FL-Bahamas Wom-

en of the ELCA website located at 

www.flwelca.com.    

     
To submit material for publication, contact 

Linda Greilick, Tapestry Editor 
lindag65@verizon.net 

           
Please submit Tapestry articles  

      by  July 15th for the August issue. 

D   Discipleship  
J    Justice  
S   Stewardship  

**Missions 

What does our logo mean? 

Our logo—with the cross, water and a white lily—identifies women 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as children of God; 

baptized, forgiven, adopted into God's family, full of grace and hope 

in eternal life. It is a reminder of the growth, beauty, and vitality that 

rises out of that life-giving baptismal water. It is also a reminder of 

the mission of the church to "Go, therefore, make disciples of all 

nations; baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19). 

A Personal Note: 

I would like to thank all my sisters in Christ for their 
healing prayers, heartwarming cards and calls.  It is 
truly amazing what doctors can do nowadays when it 
comes to surgical technique. The power of prayer is my 
pain medicine and I am doing better every day. I 
should be back to normal (whatever that is) in around 
3 months. I am overwhelmed with emotion and so 
blessed to be a part of a community of women guided 
by the Holy Spirit and so full of compassion.  God’s 
peace be with you all.  
Laurie Nelson - FL-BA SWO Treasurer 


