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Your Synodical Women’s Organization Board (SWO) along with 
most of our Conference Leaders (or her representative) met at Luther Springs 
January 31 through February 2 for our annual combined meeting. 
 
Throughout the weekend, we conducted business and started each of our ses-
sions together using a portion of the Churchwide resource, “Paths to Whole-
ness”.  This resource invited us “to take a journey into spirituality and experience 
different paths to God”.  During the weekend we discovered our dominant spir-
itual path element: earth, water, air, or fire.  The Paths to Wholeness mission 
statement is:  “With the discovery of various spiritual paths, through listening to 
our tradition and embracing our unique selves, we will be so assured of the grace 
of God in Jesus Christ that we are compelled to act boldly on our faith.” 
 
This is a very easy to use resource that comes with a planning checklist; sample 
agenda, opening devotion, closing devotion, and materials needed during the 
retreat.  And, best of all, this resource is free—you just have to download it from 
www.womenoftheelca.org (under resources).  If you think this is something you 
might want to use in your Congregational Unit, talk to your Conference Leader at 
Spring Gathering for more information.   
 
During the business portion we heard plans for this year’s Fall Gathering, “Faith 
can move mountains” from our Planning Co-Chairs, Ann English and Loraine Van 
Haecke.  For those who may not have heard, we have changed the dates for Fall 
Gathering, and the correct dates are November 13-15.  Lake Yale offered us a 
discount to change our dates—and discounted the cost so we will not need to 
increase our registration fees this year.   
 
During one of the sessions on Saturday, the SWO Board and the Conference 
Leaders met separately.  The Conference Leaders came up with a theme for 
Spring Gathering—“Faith, Hope, and Love Abide”.  (There’s more about the 
theme in this issue). 
 
We were also blessed to have an unexpected speaker, Valora Starr, the Director 
of Discipleship for Women of the ELCA.  As director for discipleship, Valora de-
velops and coordinates programs, events and conversations that involve discern-
ing God’s call, understanding God’s gifts and responding to God’s presence in  
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our lives. Valora also serves as coordinator of Women of the ELCA’s global education network and adminis-
ters the scholarships program, which offers annual scholarships for post-secondary education and graduate 
studies.  She shared with us her memories of Women of the ELCA—including witnessing the writing of our 
Purpose Statement before the merger.   
 
We were able to complete our business a bit early Saturday afternoon and some took advantage of that by 
walking down to the lake.  For those who’ve never been to Luther Springs, the walk to the lake is beautiful 
with several areas with different crosses for sitting and enjoying God’s beautiful creation. 
 
Saturday night we came together just to make sure we hadn’t overlooked anything, and then used the clos-
ing devotion from “Paths to Wholeness” to close our weekend.   
 
On February 21st, I will be going to Chicago for the Annual Conference of Presidents Meeting at the Lutheran 
Center.  I hope to come back with lots of information to share with you in the next Tapestry. 
 
May God’s blessings continue to surround you! 

 
Your sister in Christ, 
Phyllis Wade 
SWO President 

Phyllis’ Ponderings continued from page 1 

for Fall Gathering 2020 

Dear Sisters, 

Lake Yale inadvertently scheduled our 2020 Fall Gathering for the wrong 

weekend.  When they realized what had happened, they offered us a discount to change the dates.  Be-

cause your Synodical Women’s Organization Board wants to be good stewards of your money, we agreed 

to change the dates.  The discount we received allows us to keep the prices for Fall Gathering 2020 the 

same as 2019.   

Please change your calendars and let your friends know that the date for this year’s Fall Gathering will be 

November 13, 14, and 15. 

We sincerely hope that this does not cause any problems for anyone.  Please help us get the word out 

about the date change. 

Phyllis Wade 

SWO President 
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NOVEMBER 13TH – NOVEMBER 15TH, 2020 

 

It’s time to mark your calendars ladies.   As we gather this year as sisters, we will experience 

how our faith can move mountains and how our love can change the lives of others.   

As we journey together, we offer encouragement, support and acceptance to each other.  We 

will join in fellowship and worship.  It will be a time for relaxation and spiritual growth. 

We pray everyone will experience God’s grace, healing, love and forgiveness. 

Looking forward to seeing you all for an exciting God filled weekend. 

 

Blessings from your Gathering Co-Chairs 

Loraine Van Haecke 

Ann English 

Presenting  

the 
2020 

FALL  

GATHERING 

I may have all the faith needed to move mountains-but if I have no love, I am nothing. I Corinthians 23:2b   GNT 
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My first time attending a Florida-Bahamas Synodi-
cal conference in 2019 was a great experience. I 
learned that this synodical organization was found-
ed in 1837 and has a long history of supporting 
people locally and in other countries. Being new, I 
got a pink ribbon and was able to ask anyone ques-
tions which made me feel welcome immediately . 
The workshops that I attended were about hosting 
an advent dinner, painting, and henna artwork.  The 
latter goes way back to biblical times. The setting 
was lovely on a lake with clean hotel rooms and a 
variety of delicious food. I met up with friends 
from other churches and made some new friends 
including a prayer partner in another part of Flori-

da. The business meetings were in-
teresting and short.  The weekend 
was titled "Come to the Ta-
ble".  There were many speakers 
sharing ideas regarding the future of 
the synodical women's group and the ELCA.  The 
program was filled with good music, fellowship, and 
lots of coffee. So I would recommend this week-
end to grow in faith and so much more.  
 
Cindy Gaertner  
Good Shepherd - Hernando FL 

Fall Gathering 2019 Reflections 
A First Timer shares 

November 15, 16, & 17was the WELCA Fall Gathering.  Elocia Smith and Stephanie 
Bowery, both from Guyana, attended.  Chris Klafs picked them up at the airport in 
Orlando and took them to her home in Tarpon Springs.  From there, she and Marcee 
Wilkes showed them around the area until Friday when they all attended the Fall 
Gathering.  It was a pleasure to have them at the gathering where they took part in 
workshops and worship and all events.  Both shared with the Gathering information 
about Guyana.  Stephanie gave us some dramatic presentations which were well re-
ceived.  Marcee and Chris made sure they knew where to go for each part of the 
weekend and that they felt welcome.  Marcee, Chris and Marilyn Kreitzinger made 
sure they got to their destinations at the end of the gathering.  Elocia told me that 
one favorite part of the weekend was at the beginning where each conference and 
country carried a pennant to the front and poured water into a bowl to signify one-
ness. 

Report to Global Mission Table by Gayle Backiel 

Dear Ms. Gayle, 
 
Advent Greetings in Jesus' Name!  I am delighted to let 
you know that we are both home safely by God's 
Grace,  It was indeed a wonderful experience at the 
Florida Bahamas Synod Women Organization Fall Gath-
ering 2019; the fellowship was awesome and the entire 
program was well planned and executed. One of the 
events which stood out for me was how the opening 
session was done with the flags and water from the vari-
ous representatives.  
 

 I have enjoyed the food, the accommodation and more 
so the overflowing of love from everyone was remarka-
ble. The atmosphere also was so peaceful overlooking 
the Lake.  Our sincere appreciation to the Team for af-
fording us the privilege to share our country Guyana, the 
Lutheran Church and our Culture.  Sis Marcee & Sis 
Chris were great hosts; they took us sightseeing which 
we really enjoyed.  We felt at home away from home 
and the great memories we experienced would certainly 
remain with us.  Once again, our sincere gratitude to 
everyone who made our stay and experiences a great 
one. 

Dear Gayle, 
 
Traveling was smooth and easy, and we are both safe and 
sound.  Thank you for caring.  How could we not feel wel-
come at all the generous hospitality splashed around us.  
We felt right at home and enjoyed the time immensely.  
Marcee and Chris were great to us as were Barbara and 
Marilyn and you and so many others.  Every face was smil-
ing.  The kindness was felt. 
 
Abundant thanks for affording us the experience of 
Fall Gathering 2019 and for allowing us to participate. 
 
May Peace and Joy be ours as we continue in Christ. 
 
Stephanie 

 
NB: We can assure you that our experiences gained would 
be shared with the women of our church here in Guyana. 
 
Our Love to everyone. 
Peace & Blessings  
Elocia 
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Our Conference Leaders have chosen “Faith, 
Hope, and Love Abide” as the theme for this year’s 
Spring Gatherings.  They looked at the theme for 
this year’s Triennial Gathering in Phoenix in July, 
“Just Love” and our Fall Gathering theme, “Faith 
can move mountains” and selected this theme as a 
way to combine them.  Their theme verse is Isaiah 
54:10: 10 For the mountains may depart and the 
hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not 
depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall 
not be removed, says the Lord, who has compas-
sion on you. (NRSV).  

CONFERENCE DATE LOCATION BOARD REP 

Broward-Bahamas May 2 
Christ Lutheran,  
Fort Lauderdale 

Jackie Haynick 

Caloosa March 28 Christus Victor, Naples Laurie Nelson 

First Coast April 18 Hope, Satsuma Lisa Klima 

Flagler/Volusia March 28 Faith, Ormond Beach Karen Weinrich 

Gulf Coast March 21 Spirit of Grace, Hudson Anne Storan 

Heart of Florida March 28 St. John’s, Winter Park Denise Beumer 

Lake 
With Heart of 
Florida 

    

Miami-Dade/Monroe 
With Broward-
Bahamas 

    

Mid-Gulf March 15 Holy Trinity, Port Charlotte Mae Haines 

Panhandle April 25 Holy Trinity, Fort Walton Beach Phyllis Wade 

Pinelands March 7 Rock of Ages, Wildwood Marilyn Kreitzinger 

Space Coast April 25 Our Savior, Vero Beach Donna Person 

Suncoast March 28 Prince of Peace, Largo Gayle Backiel 

Tampa 
With 
Suncoast 

    

Tradewinds 
With Space 
Coast 

    

Some other scriptures you might want to use are: 
1 Corinthians 13 (love) 
Hebrews 11 (faith) 
Romans 5 (hope) 
Romans 8:31-39 

Have fun with your Spring Gathering Bible Study.  Find me at Fall Gathering and tell me what direction you 
took this. 

 
Phyllis Wade 

SPRING GATHERINGS 2020 

WHERE AND WHEN 
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Be bold—celebrate Bold Women’s Day in your Congregational Unit!  This year Bold 
Women's Day is Sunday, February 23, 2020. You and the women in your church are 
encouraged to observe this day by honoring and recognizing bold women in your 
congregation and community. Martin Luther once said to be bold means to take risks 
on account of the Gospel, but believe more boldly still in Jesus. Being bold means 
supporting one another in our callings and discovering specific gifts that make each 
woman unique. Bold Women's Day celebration ideas, litanies, flyers, and certificates 
are available through the Women of the ELCA website at womenoftheelca.org.  

 
For the witness of all bold women, yesterday, today, and tomorrow, Lord our God, 
we thank you and we praise you. Lord our God, let their boldness flourish in our own 
hearts as we live out our baptismal call to serve you and our neighbor, with all our 
heart, with all our mind, with all our strength.  Thank you, Lord! Alleluia, Amen! (from 
“A Litany of Thanks for Bold Women). 

FAST APPROACHING 

EVENTS! 

Recognizing that prayer and action go hand-in-hand is what 
World Day of Prayer is all about. The next World Day of 
Prayer is March 6th, 2020. This very special day is cele-
brated on the first Friday in March each year.  
 
Every year, the worship service focuses on a different coun-
try and a specific theme.  This year the host country for 
World Day of Prayer 2020 is Zimbabwe.   
 
The 2020 program is based on Jesus’ encounter with a per-
son who, although positioned for healing, had not acted up-
on the opportunities given (John 5:2-9a). Jesus asked –“Do 
you want to be made well?” with the theme “Rise!  Take 
Your Mat and Walk”.  You are faced with this life-changing 

question. What are you going to do? Use this opportunity to reflect with your group, community 
and ecumenical partners. Prayer and action are what link us together around the globe.  
 
Does your SWO or your church participate in World Day of Prayer?  A link to some information 
you may need to organize a celebration at your church is available at the website for the WDP 
International Committee.  On that site, you will find links and web addresses for all the National 
Committees for World Day of Prayer.  

World Day of Prayer by Mae Haines 
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Springing along! 
From the Editor’s Desk —  Linda Greilick 

Spring seems to be springing into being!   I can already tell that the days are getting longer.  However, that  does not 

seem to give me more hours in the day.  As you can see, this February issue of the Tapestry is being published a mite 

behind our regular first of the month deadline.  One reason is that we held our January board meeting on the last 

weekend of January.  Those on the board and who are board veterans can appreciate the amount of time the board 

and the conference presidents spend that weekend planning for future events (spring and fall gathering).  Decisions 

are made on important issues such as finances and scholarship recipients.  Upon return home, 

newsletter articles are written and submitted by the attendees.  Time for me to spring into step 

and not inch along like a caterpillar.  I need some spring in my step.   

Congregational Unit Treasurer’s:   
Where are you sending your offerings? 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 

I am sharing this information so you all have a better understanding of how to send offerings.   
• First ,there is no need to send in more than one check when submitting funds.  
• Secondly, check  below to see that you are using the correct form. 

 FORM A -Submit Regular offering AND list where you want any other money to go. Use one form with one 
check. I will be sure to break it down in our records and I have been sending out a receipt so you can check it. 
Be sure to send to: 

Laurie Nelson 
22223 Buffalo Ave 
Port Charlotte, Fl 33952 

 FORM B -Submit this form to Churchwide (for Thankoffering and Designated Gifts only).  
 FORM C – YOU DO NOT USE.  This is just for me as the FL-BA SWO Treasurer to send what I need to Church-

wide from our SWO. 
 Form A and B are available for download on our Web page flwelca.com 

 

Please read and carefully follow these directions.  If you have questions, please contact me at:  nlsnlaur@yahoo.com. 
 

Laurie Nelson 
FL-BA SWO Treasurer 

Sunday, January 19,2020, Pastor Jim Young installed the 
2020 WELCA officers for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in 
Leesburg.  President Loraine Van Haecke, Vice President 
Donna Tarnok, Secretary Charlotte Christensen, Treasur-
er Sharon LaHood.  Circle Leaders: Ruth: Janet Braun, 
Priscilla: Nancy Almquist, Mary-Martha: Carol Mar-
shall.  We welcome Loraine & Donna as new officers and 
Charlotte & Sharon for their continuing service.  The 
WELCA ladies work hard to keep focused on working to 
help others in need. 

A New Year and New Officers at Gloria Dei in Leesburg! 

From left to right Donna Tarnok, Sharon LaHood,Charlotte 
Christiensen, Nancy Almquist, Pastor Jim Young, Loraine Van 

Haecke, Carol Marshall, Janet Braun 



 

 8 

Our Love Offering focus for 2019-2020 is the C.A.L.M. Organization, Inc.  or Crisis Aid for Littles and Moms. 

President Grace Nuffer and I spoke about their future as well as what they are hoping to accomplish in this 

coming year. 2020 goals are as such: 

1. Obtain a storage shed on their property complete with electricity for lighting and climate control. 

Currently they are renting a storage facility and costs keep increasing each year!  

2. Prayers for those moms that have become self-sufficient.  However, some do not qualify for section 

8 housing as they are “working poor” making too much for HUD housing yet not enough to afford 

their own residence. These women sometimes have to move back in with family members and it is 

not always the best for their particular situation. 

3. Rename the C.A.L.M. Chapel.  This building was designed and built to be a rental facility in order to 

subsidize the organization as well as serve as their own celebration venue.  However, it is being well 

underused due to the fact that it is named a “Chapel.”  The public feedback is that there are those 

that feel uncomfortable with having alcohol on the premises. 

4. Apply for the Impact 100 Grant.  Impact 100 donates monies to non-profit organizations through a 

grant process each year under these 5 focus areas: Arts and Culture, Education, Family, Health and 

Wellness, Environment.  

5. C.A.L.M. House is considering the possibility of opening a thrift store; this would serve as a teaching 

facility for the moms to learn merchandising, customer service as well as money skills, and account-

ability.   

6. And not to forget:  Grace Nuffer, President of C.A.L.M. House thanks us for the Donations and Gift 

cards that help them to serve the young mothers and their children who reside at the house. 

 

Jackie Haynick 

Love Offering Coordinator 

Baby Wipes 

Band-Aids 

Batteries sizes AA and D  

Carpet cleaner 

Cleaning products 

  (All purpose, Clorox wipes, bar   

keepers)  

Deodorant 

Dishwasher packs 

Disposable gloves  

Dryer sheets 

Essential oils  

Feminine pads (all sizes)  

Hand soap (refills ok)  

Kleenex 

Laundry detergent (baby friendly)  

Lysol disinfectant 

Paper plates 

Paper towels  

Pine sol 

Printer paper 

Swiffer refills 

Toilet cleaner 

Toilet paper 

Toothbrushes (children and adult)  

Trash bags (cinchable)  

CALM (Crisis Aid for Littles and Moms) Needs 

LOVE OFFERING 

Do you know of a non-profit organization that needs the help of our Synodical Women's Organization? Applications will soon be 
available on our website (www.flwelca.com) for a new Love Offering focus. Our Love Offering recipients receive donations for 
two years in the way of In-Kind gifts, cash, and gift cards. Applicants must be a non-profit operating in the state of Florida. The 
SWO Board will decide the new recipient at their meeting in August, and it will be announced at the Fall Gathering. Our current 
recipient is C.A.L.M. House located in Niceville, FL and they will be supported by our organization until January 31,2021. 

Time to submit Love Offering Applications 

http://www.flwelca.com
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Executive Board  2020 

Gayle Backiel 

rbackiel@verizon.net 

J-Global Missions 

 

 

Denise Beumer 

dbeumer1000@gmail.com 

J-Anti-Racism, Justice Advocacy 

 

Mae Haines 

stevemae@verizon.net 

J-LWR, CWU, Rachel’s Day 

 

 

Jackie Haynick 

jackiehaynick@yahoo.com 

 

 

Marilyn Kreitzinger 

manyjoys2u@gmail.com 

S-Katie’s Fund, Disaster,  

Scholarship  

 

Anne Storan 

astoran46@gmail.com 

D-Conference Coordinator, 

Plus One 

Karen Weinrich 

weinrik@hotmail.com 
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Board Members and Missions** 
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Registrar 

Diane Cummings 

sworegistrar1@gmail.com 
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Planning Committee Co-Chairs 

Ann English 
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Loraine Van Haecke 
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Churchwide Board 

Raeann Purcell 

raeannpurcell@hotmail.com 
Tapestry 

The Tapestry is published six times per 

year.  It is available online under the 

Tapestry link of the FL-Bahamas Wom-

en of the ELCA website located at 

www.flwelca.com.    

     
To submit material for publication, contact 

Linda Greilick, Tapestry Editor 
lindag65@verizon.net 

           
Please submit Tapestry articles  

      by  March15th for the April issue. 

D   Discipleship  
J    Justice  
S   Stewardship  

**Missions 

What does our logo mean? 

Our logo—with the cross, water and a white lily—identifies women 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as children of God; 

baptized, forgiven, adopted into God's family, full of grace and hope 

in eternal life. It is a reminder of the growth, beauty, and vitality that 

rises out of that life-giving baptismal water. It is also a reminder of 

the mission of the church to "Go, therefore, make disciples of all 

nations; baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19). 


