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Dear Sisters in Christ, 

In February, our Churchwide Organization held a leadership event called “Pivot 
Don’t Panic”.  There was a lot of information packed into the weekend Zoom 
event which included Bible Study, worship, greetings from Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton, and updates from our Churchwide President Lisa Plorin and 
Executive Director Linda Post Bushkofsky.   

Over the years I’ve scanned the Churchwide Constitution, but I really am not that 
familiar with it.  It was a surprise when Executive Director Linda Post Bushkofsky 
pointed out that Article 3 addresses “Principles of Organization”.  I see these prin-
ciples as good advice for our Synodical Board, our Conferences, and our Congre-
gational Units.  We all want to see our organization not only continue, but also 
grow.  At the same time, we often struggle to make it happen.   Maybe if we look 
at a few of those principles contained in the constitution, it will help us bring that 
about.   

• Unity of Purpose – As a community of women called and empowered by 
the Holy Spirit…We need to remember and value that each one of us has 
been given a purpose and has been called to discipleship, and that each 
one of us has a gift that is needed. 

• Affirmation of Individual Worth – Recognizing that each woman is cre-
ated in God’s image and uses her varied gifts in diverse ministries…We 
need to create an atmosphere where each women feels valued and that 
her gifts are necessary for the good of the organization.  We need to be 
open to new ideas; new ways of doing things, different meeting times, etc.  

• Inclusiveness – This community of women shall be inclusive because in 
Baptism God makes all people one in Christ…Our organization should be 
one where all women feel welcomed.  We might need to take an honest 
look at how our meetings are structured; it could be something as simple 
as the time that could come across as a closed group. 

• Flexibility – An openness to change and the ability to allow for diversity in 
functioning…We don’t always have to do things the same way we’ve al-
ways done them.  This is hard for some of us, but being flexible, being 
open to a different way, often helps us grow in our faith.  Change is hard, 
but it can be a good thing. 

• Stability – The principle of good order shall be followed…While we are 
encouraged to try new ways of doing things, there still needs to be some 
policies and procedures in place.  We just need to find the right balance 
between being flexible and being stable.   

• Interdependence – All entities of the ELCA, the unit, the synodical wom-
en’s organization, and the churchwide women’s organization…We are not 
“in this alone”; we are interdependent upon each other, and we share a 
common purpose.  If you aren’t sure about something, maybe someone in 
another congregation can help.  Maybe your Conference Officers or your 
Synodical Board can be a resource.   
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These are a few of the thirteen principles listed in the 
Churchwide Constitution which you can find at 
www.womenoftheelca.org (or search “WELCA”) under 
“Tools for Leaders”. 

 

With love, your sister in Christ, 

Phyllis Wade—SWO President     

Phyllis’ Ponderings continued from page 1 

BOLD WOMEN’S DAY —  a celebration at Holy Trinity  - February 28, 2021 

 

As a community of women  
created in the image of God,  

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

we commit ourselves to  
grow in faith,  

affirm our gifts,  
support one another in our callings,  
engage in ministry and action, and  
promote healing and wholeness  

in the church,  
the society,  

and the world. 

On February 28th, Holy Trinity, Fort Walton Beach, celebrated Bold 
Women's Day. Observed annually on the fourth Sunday of February, 
this is a day to celebrate all Lutheran women who have acted or are 
acting boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. Holy Trinity celebrated by 
reading about the unnamed women from Samuel, Ruth, and Rahab 
in the weeks prior to Bold Women's Day. During our service on the 
28th, Pastor Tim Johnston delivered an insightful sermon inspiring 
us to be bold in our brokenness and trust in God's bold, unbelieva-
ble love. Laura Martin wrote our prayer petitions and we named 
some of the bold women in our lives. We then had the opportunity 
to write names of bold women on a pinwheel and place it in the 
grass outside. We watched our garden of bold women 
bloom!   Thank you to Erin Hansert for organizing Bold Women’s 
Day. 

We’d all probably love to “Make Room at the Table.”  However, at publication date, we 
find no scheduled May Friendship Day events since many churches are still closed due 
to the pandemic.  Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, please check with your local chapter 
of Church Women United  to see if these events will be held in person, have been moved 
to a Zoom format, have been rescheduled, or have been cancelled.  You may find a 
Church Women United chapter at this website:  www.churchwomenunited.net/findaunit 

May Friendship Day—Making Room at the Table by Mae Haines, Board Member 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org
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ELCA Fund for Leaders Scholarship Awards—2021 

A Reminder from your Fall Gathering Co-Chairs!  

SAVE THE DATE! 

NOVEMBER 12 thru 14, 2021  

for our Annual Fall Gathering at Lake Yale  

in Leesburg 

It will be wonderful to share this time with our sis-

ters in Christ once again! You can rest assured that 

we will be taking precautions for your safety and 

welfare.  We will be following the CDC Guidelines 

to the best of our ability. 

Our theme for this year is the same as for 2020; 

FAITH CAN MOVE MOUNTAINS.  If you watched 

our Virtual Mini 2020 Fall Gathering, you would 

have seen some of our presenters for our 2021 

event. They are still on our web site at flwelca.com 

if you would like to watch again or for the first 

time. 

We look forward to seeing at Lake Yale in Novem-

ber 2021. 

Stay Safe and Healthy!! 

Peace and Blessings from your Co-chairs, 

ANN ENGLISH   &  LORAINE VAN HAECKE 

The women of the Florida-Bahamas Synod developed a Fund through the ELCA Fund for Leaders so we could help 

women from our Synod with seminary expenses, and we have awarded scholarships since 2011. This year we have the 

honor of helping two women in our synod who have received a special call in their lives to serve our Lord. It is exciting 

to be a part of their journey.  Trixie Richter and Macy Kennedy will each receive $1,600.  

Trixie has received a scholarship each year since 2018. Beginning in the fall, this will be her final year at Wartburg The-

ological Seminary. Trixie has been involved with the fall gatherings as a young person since 1998. She is very involved 

in her church as well as the Synodical Fall Gathering each year, especially working with our youth the last several 

years.  

Macy is starting her first year at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. She has been involved with the youth activi-

ties in various ways in her church and has spent six summers devoted to outdoor ministries. She was able to work as a  

Young Adult in Global Mission in Australia.  

Through the generosity of the FL-BA Women of the ELCA, we have had the privilege to help these women through 

seminary, relieving them of some of the debt they face. If you would like to donate to the Fund for Leadership Scholar-

ship, please send your donation to our Treasurer: 

     Laurie Nelson 

     1071 E Woodpecker Lane 

      Hernando, FL  34442 

 Be sure to identify your donation as Fund for Leaders Scholarship. 

by Marilyn Kreitzinger, Board Member 
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Greetings Sisters, 
I pray all is well with you and yours 

as we move forward in love and 

commitment to fulfil our mission as 

Sisters in Christ.  To start, I would 

like to thank everyone for the wonderful responses we 

got from our recent communication that was mailed to 

you. Because of your generous offerings, we can finally 

see the light at the end of the tunnel! Thanks to Cheryl 

Semmel, our Webmaster, we now have a Vanco ac-

count that makes it possible for you to send your offer-

ing quickly and easily directly from your computer. Just 

go to flwelca.com and at the top of the page click ‘give 

online today’. Of course, we will still accept checks.  

Please be sure to write in the memo where you wish to 

designate your offering. Please take note that begin-

ning May 1st, I will again have a change of address. So 

sorry for all the confusion but we had to be in a rental 

for 6 months while we finished our forever home.  

 

FALL GATHERING TIP:  I look forward to seeing every-

one at our Gathering in November. It is imperative that 

you get your registrations to us early this year to help 

with our financial responsibilities at the venue. 

 

Laurie Nelson, Treasurer   

The Just Love Women of the ELCA Gathering that was scheduled for August 5-8, 2021 has been postponed until 
September of 2023. 
  
If you have already registered for this event, you have four options.  If you plan on joining your Lutheran sisters at 
the Just Love Gathering in the third week of September 2023, you can choose to have the churchwide organization 
continue to hold your registration fee.  No action is required to do this.   
  
Otherwise, you have these options: 
 You can transfer your registration to a friend.  This is a good option if you’d like a friend to experience the excitement of a churchwide gath-

ering. 
 You can donate your registration fee and any purchases you made to the churchwide organization of Women of the ELCA where it will go 

to where needed most.   
 You can request a refund less a $20.00 processing fee.  The deadline to request a refund is April 30, 2021.   
  
To make one of those three actions, email info@frameworkmeetings.com or leave a detailed voicemail message at 208-502-1150 and our regis-
tration provider will assist you.  Please note, the $5.00 registration fee is non-refundable.   
  
Many of you paid for a Just Love T-shirt during registration.  If you decide to hold your money until the 2023 event, you’ll receive your T-shirt 
then.  If you request a refund, that money will be returned to you along with your registration fee and tour fees (if you elected to go on a tour.) 
  
What do you need to do about your hotel reservations?  The two gathering hotels, the Sheraton and Hyatt, have cancelled all room reserva-
tions for 2021 and will be refunding deposits.  New information about hotel rates for 2023 will come out in the future.   
  
Please let me know if you are no longer attending the TG. 
 
Diane Spicer, Triennial Gathering Promoter 
dlsic@juno.com 

2021 Triennial Gathering Postponement to 2023 

 

For Treasurer, Laurie Nelson 

Now until April 30th:  

 1071 E Woodpecker Lane 

 Hernando Fl 34442 
 

Starting May 2021: 

 8598 N Calcutta Ave.  

 Dunnellon, Fl 34432 

https://www.flwelca.com/
mailto:info@frameworkmeetingscom
mailto:dlsic@juno.com
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        Spring Gatherings  - A Time of Discovery & Hope 

            Pinelands Conference Spring Gathering 
                                     St. Timothy Lutheran 
                       Crystal River 
 
Using all the skills we’ve learned in the last year, the women of St. 
Timothy Lutheran Church in Crystal River hosted the Pinelands Con-
ference Spring Gathering on Saturday, March 6.  At 10:00 in the 
morning, Sallie Haley welcomed the eleven women  who attended in 
person and the seventeen who attended on Zoom. Pastor Joanie 
Holden set the theme of our morning together with a devotion 
“Using Your ‘You-ness.” God has created each of us with a unique 
purpose and given us unique gifts to fulfill that purpose. 
 
Conference President Sallie Haley chaired the business meeting. Information was shared about the Fall Gath-
ering at Lake Yale and the importance of registering early. SWO Treasurer Laurie Nelson spoke about the im-
portance of continuing support of our church units, SWO, and our Churchwide Women of the ELCA. She in-
troduced the ease and security of giving on the website at flwelca.com. The current conference officers were 
re-elected for one more year. Laurie Nelson installed Sarah (Sallie) Haley as President, Shelly Fortin as Vice 
President, and Jeannette Robertson as Secretary/Treasurer.  
 
Continuing the theme of “Using Your ‘You-ness’,” Shelly Fortin’s Bible Study led us through a spiritual gifts 
assessment to help us discover our own gifts. She shared Bible verses re-
ferring to specific gifts and gave examples of how to apply them to fulfill 
our unique purpose. 
 
After a brief stretch, we resumed with a craft. We made origami book-
marks. That revealed that my gift assessment score of Zero on Artistry 
was accurate. The short fun break was enjoyed at St. Timothy and at 
home on Zoom. 
 
The Gathering concluded with a beautiful worship service. Sallie Haley 
prepared us for worship with her lovely a Capella solo, “Breath of Heaven.” Pastor Joanie Holden’s medita-
tion connected us to sacrifice at Lent as seen through Mary’s eyes as she stood at the cross and reflected on 
the life of her son, our savior. In her sorrow she saw hope. Although Jesus’s work was finished, his sacrifice 
was the door to a new beginning. 
 
This was a morning of discovery and hope for the women of Pinelands Conference. 

 
Anne Storan, Conference Coordinator 

 
SIGN UP FOR DAILY GRACE 
 
Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion for your journey, offering a faith reflection 
every day. Encounter God’s extravagant, boundless and often surprising grace 
by signing up for a daily email message. You can also download the newly updated 
app for your IOS and Android devices. 

http://flwelca.com
http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/daily-grace/id425207945?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.elca.dailygrace
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by Karen Weinrich, Publications 

In the past few months, I have shared movies and books promoting anti-racism. This month 
I would like to share a few children’s books that I have used in my classroom. These would 
be great additions to a church library, or you can use them for your own children and 
grandchildren.  

One of my favorites is The Other Side by Jacqueline 
Woodson. This takes place during segregation and fea-
tures two girls who live on opposite sides of the fence. 
They are not allowed to play with each other, but they 
begin to sit next to each other on the fence and even-
tually jump rope together.  

We can learn from Books for all ages 

Middle school or high schoolers 
will enjoy her novel Brown Girl 
Dreaming, a story about growing 
up in the 60’s and 70’s with rem-
nants of Jim Crow still around in 
the south.  

 

The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander 
is a poem described as a “love letter to 
black life in the United States.” It 
features gorgeous illustrations of  
famous and lesser-known African-
Americans, complete with a descrip-
tion of each at the end of the book.  

The Youngest Marcher by Cynthia Levinson tells the true 
story of Audrey Faye Hendricks, who was 9 years old 
when she was arrested in Birmingham during civil rights 
protests. My students especially enjoyed this book and 
talking about how she got into “good trouble.”  

continued on page 7 
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A Computer Called Katherine by Suzanne Slade tells the 
story of Katherine Johnson, one of the women featured in 
the book and movie Hidden Figures.  

Finally, look for this illus-
trated book of the hymn Lift 
Ev’ry Voice and Sing which is 
included in the ELW and is 
known as the Black National 
Anthem. You can learn more 
about the history of the song 
at the podcast Silence is Not 
an Option.  

This is just a small sample of the amazing books you can find for children and young 
adults at your local library or bookstore. It is important for children to see diverse char-
acters in the books they read, and these are just a start. Happy reading!  

Karen Weinrich  

We can learn from Books for all ages continued from page 6 

Did you know that every 30 minutes a child or teen 
dies or is injured from a gun? Take a look at our 
Rachel’s Day resource that offers information on how 
you can work within your community and congrega-
tion to combat gun violence. 
 
Rachel’s Day is observed by Women of the ELCA an-
nually on the first Sunday in May, though it can be ob-
served any time of the year. It is a time set aside to 
mourn the loss of our children and to renounce the 
forces of violence and fear.  The day is in honor of 
Rachel, a mother grieving over the death of her chil-
dren (Jeremiah 31:15-17).   
 
The 2015 Rachel’s Day resource includes a litany for use in a special Rachel’s Day service.   
To see the resource, go to:  www.womenoftheelca.org/resources and search on Rachel’s Day 
in the Resource library.  This might not be the year to share in a  Rachel’s Day event, but it 
certainly might be the year to read, ponder, and pray on the Rachel’s Day resource.  Maybe 
you want to donate some items most needed to children in crisis.  Remember that we profess 
in our Purpose Statement to “engage in ministry and action.”   

Rachel’s Day       Sunday, May 3rd 
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From the Editor’s Desk —  Linda Greilick 

One year later, we begin the second Springtime since COVID-19 invaded our lives.  We, like some of our 

friends and family, are being vaccinated.  Some doors are opening a bit more to our sanctuaries.  A few 

meetings are moving to in person or a combination of in person and Zoom.  Some have ventured out to a 

restaurant.  Some may have taken a trip.  Most of us though might be creeping forward.  Some of us are 

probably not SPRINGING back into the same activities that were our “normal” more than a year ago.  For 

me, it continues to be a tough time—full of research, evaluation, and decision-making!   Should I do this?  

Or should I go here?  What precautions do I take?  Who do I listen to?  What’s the “numbers” for today 

where I live?  I find myself weary still—of  all that I must consider.  So, I am 

creeping slowly, not SPRINGING, while I dwell on these words from Matthew 

11:28: 

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,  

and I will give you rest.  

 
These words I share with you as we Spring gently into Spring! 

Spring has Sprung!  
Or has it? 

Lutheran World Relief—2021 

Our 2021 LWR Ingathering was a time of 

stress and anxiety for everyone.  I am 

pleased to let you know that your dedica-

tion, kindness, generosity, and hard work 

are deeply appreciated and being felt 

around the world. 
 

The pandemic even effected our ability to 

finalize the truck pick up schedule until De-

cember of 2020.  Nevertheless, we  had 71 

Church units participating. Many LCMS 

churches also bring their kits and quilts to 

our pick-up sites.  The NALC (North Ameri-

can Lutheran Church), the ELCM 

(Evangelical Lutheran Conference & Minis-

terium) and Church Women United of Mari-

on County all participate in the LWR Ingath-

ering. 

 

Because of the pandemic many units were 

not able to meet in person, but still contrib-

uted many much needed personal care kits 

and school kits.   

 

A special thank you to all of our coordina-

tors:  Mary Bollingberg at Trinity Lutheran in 

Jacksonville; Donna Person at Christ Luther-

an in Fort Lauderdale; Samantha Schnittker 

at Emmanuel Lutheran in Venice; Pat Zwick 

at Good Shepherd in Tampa; and Phyllis 

Wade & Shirley Bow at our newest pick-up 

site, Holy Trinity in Fort Walton Beach. 

 

We look forward to Ingathering February 

2022 as People of Faith Lutheran Church in 

Winter Garden will be our new central Flori-

da pick-up site.  

by Mae Haines—LWR Coordinator 
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The Tapestry is published six times per 

year.  It is available online under the 

Tapestry link of the FL-Bahamas Wom-

en of the ELCA website located at 

www.flwelca.com.    

     
To submit material for publication, contact 

Linda Greilick, Tapestry Editor 
lindag65@verizon.net 

           
Please submit Tapestry articles  

      by May 15th for the June issue. 

D   Discipleship  
J    Justice  
S   Stewardship  

**Missions 

What does our logo mean? 

Our logo—with the cross, water and a white lily—identifies women 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as children of God; 

baptized, forgiven, adopted into God's family, full of grace and hope 

in eternal life. It is a reminder of the growth, beauty, and vitality that 

rises out of that life-giving baptismal water. It is also a reminder of 

the mission of the church to "Go, therefore, make disciples of all 

nations; baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19). 


